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Learning for Life: Oak Lodge Curriculum Aims

Oak Lodge School is dedicated to providing a
curriculum that effectively delivers
personalised programmes to support both

academic achievement and holistic personal
growth.

Embedded structure and routine are essential
to our students' ability to regulate and engage

in learning and we seek to provide the
appropriate level of 'scaffolding' to support
individuals according to their needs.

A key aspect of our curriculum is to provide

practical and active learning experiences both
within and beyond the classroom.

Themes are used across the school to extend
students' interest across all subject areas and

allow for students to be able to link subjects,
concepts and skills together in a practical and
meaningful way.

Concepts are developed and consolidated

through revisiting and repetition as needed by
each individual student as they progress
through the school.

When designing and developing

our curriculum we focus on intent,
implementation and impact.



INTENT 
We want our curriculum to 
be:

• Tailored and relevant to individual learners’ needs

• Where every learner can succeed

• Based on each learner’s strengths motivations and interests

• Engaging, exciting, challenging, thought provoking and fun

• Meaningful, relevant and ambitious

• Aligned to long term outcomes for learners preparing them for life post 19



WHY ?

We believe that this will enable our 
students to become:

o Successful learners who engage, 
enjoy, make progress and achieve

o Assertive, independent, confident 
individuals who are equipped to 
live safe, healthy and happy lives

o Active citizens who are valued and 
who engage and make a positive 
contribution to the community 
using strengths and talents



IMPLEMENTATION 
What we offer to ensure we achieve our 
intentions:
o A sequence of carefully planned activities

o Personalised programs according to needs

o An environment that encourages learning

o Curriculum enrichment opportunities 

o Integration of concepts into thematic learning model

o Clear pathway in students' areas of strength and interest

o Life skills and relationships development across the breadth of study

o Choice and listening to student voice to build resilience alongside 

emotional support and structure

o Opportunities for ongoing growth and change

o Respect and tolerance for the entire community – both in school and 

in the wider world, promoting equality for all.



IMPACT
We believe this enables our students to...

...have greater independence

...be confident to 
communicate their needs

...experience happiness
and wellbeing

...achieve their aspirations



ENSURING ENGAGEMENT

Engagement 
for Learning

Facilitating and 
Understanding 

Communication

Developmentally 
Appropriate

Concepts

Ensuring 
Emotional 
Regulation

Meeting
Physical and 

Sensory Needs

Creative, Active 
and Motivating 

Activities

Growing 
Independence

In order for students to be able to engage in
learning, we aim to provide learning
opportunities that:

• Allow students to use their own
communication methods effectively to
express their thoughts and ideas, as well as
engage in the social side of learning through
communicating with peers and staff .

• Provide learning activities that are
developmentally appropriate and that give
students the opportunity to experience

success, whilst building and consolidating
prior learning.

• Develop all students' 'toolkits' for emotional
regulation, both by themselves and with a

partner.

• Take into account students' physical and
sensory needs, developing their
understanding of themselves and their

ability to self advocate.

• Build skills towards independence in their
learning and wider experiences.

• Foster creativity, with active, motivating
activities that tap into students' individual
interests.



FOCUSING ON INDIVIDUAL PROGRESS
Each student's EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) is incorporated into teacher planning and
teachers formally assess against outcomes on a termly basis.

The EHCP outcomes are divided into 5 core areas. Progress against these outcomes is discussed at the
annual review every year.

o Cognition and Learning
o Communication and Interaction
o Social, Emotional and Mental Health
o Sensory and Physical
o Community and Independence/Preparation for Adulthood

This 'annual review' document also incorporates our other core assessment information including
academic data and SCERTS assessments.

The SCERTS (Social Communication, Emotional Regulation and Transactional Support) approach
underpins our entire ethos at Oak Lodge.

We feel that in order to secure engagement in learning a student must have the tools
to successfully communicate and the strategies to be able to emotionally regulate. These outcomes
are embedded into every student's EHCP and across the curriculum in all departments.

All activities are developmentally appropriate, meaningful and functional based on each student's
level of development. Sessions provide contexts for learning with adjustments and supports with
an emphasis on development of positive interactions with others.

We build positively on what students already know and what they can do. We provide well-structured
opportunities to learn skills and generalise these into natural environments, developing and extending
learning. Teaching aims to be relevant, functional and interesting for the learner alongside offering
opportunities for students to be creative and active.



Cognition and Learning:
This area highlights core skills and their practical application 
linked to specific curriculum areas such as Maths and 
English. Cognition and learning outcomes also aim to 
develop problem solving skills, student engagement and their 
ability to work independently. Students also work towards 
developing their strengths and interests in order to help 
inform their choices as they progress through the school and 
beyond.

Communication and 
Interaction:
This area addresses different functions of 
communication;
• to regulate themselves and manage 

their wants and needs,
• for social interaction,
• to collaborate and share experiences 

with others,
• to give, receive or find 

out information,

• for self-expression.
Often, outcomes in this section will 
closely link with the SCERTS framework.

Community and Independence/
Preparation for Adulthood:
This area centres on key life skills such as students' 
ability to;

• stay safe and healthy,
• access the community,
• develop independent living skills,
• develop employability skills
• be able to make choices and self - advocate
• manage transition
• use and manage money

Sensory and Physical:
Outcomes will address any sensory processing 
issues, sensory sensitivities and the ability to 
manage environmental factors including attention 
and arousal levels.
This area may also include outcomes relating to 
their physical development. Where needed 
outcomes will focus on fine and gross motor skills 
development as well as each student's ability to 
manage their own health and self -care needs.

Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health:
This area focuses on the ability to develop 
social relationships as well as to be able to 
recognise their own emotions as well as 
others'. Students learn strategies to 
help themselves emotionally regulate both by 
themselves and using other people to 
support. Often outcomes in this section will 
closely link with the SCERTS framework.

EHCP outcomes
(Education, Health 

and Care Plan)

EHCP AREAS



INTEGRATION OF THERAPIES
Alongside form tutors and specialist teachers, NHS therapists also help to form and develop the curriculum and individual programmes. Every student
in the school is assessed at the start of the academic year by the physiotherapy department to enable us to plan for any specific interventions needed
for individual students. The speech and language therapy team also assess all new starters and allocate them to a level of intervention according to
their needs: Universal, Targeted or Specialist. All students in the school experience the universal offer for their communication and physical and
sensory needs. The universal offers are detailed below.

Where a student is identified as needing support above the universal offer, therapists work with staff to ensure that any interventions are delivered as
part of everyday learning, allowing them to become more generalised for students instead of being exclusively isolated sessions.

o Specialist communication environment
o Differentiated curriculum
o Small class sizes
o Whole school / staff communication training delivered by the SLT
o Parent training / information sessions
o SLT working with school staff to identify and develop specific curriculum resources and lessons SLT supporting

staff to use the SCERTs framework through feedback to teachers and resources
o Review of the communication environment by SLT and feedback given to school staff
o Training in use of appropriate classroom - based supports and resources
o In-class modelling of specific approaches or interventions when required or identified as a concern

o Whole school / staff motor skills training delivered by the therapy team including training for
whole school interventions , e.g. Motor skills united
o Parent training / information on supporting their child’s motor skills development
o Daily sensory circuit
o Integration of physiotherapy programmes into PE lessons
o Small group interventions held by therapy team, e.g. fitness, core stability, proprioception
o Therapists to advise school staff (including subject specialist teachers) on activities or 

equipment suitable to maximise the participation of students with specific motor skills 
difficulties



Middle School (KS3) Core Subject Areas – timetabled classes

Middle School (KS3) Foundation Subject Areas – timetabled classes

Communication and English S.T.E.M
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths)

P.S.H.E
(Personal, Social, Health Education)

Creative Physical Development Understanding the World

Middle School: ensuring a broad and balanced curriculum
Classes in Middle School (KS3) are made up of students across years 7, 8 and 9. Students may move between classes during their time in Middle School
and so we have set up a rolling 3 year thematic plan that teachers differentiate according to individual and whole class needs. Students are timetabled
with classes in all our core and foundation subject areas. We have a strong emphasis on P.S.H.E as many of our students find this area particularly
challenging. Timetables are individual for each class, with subjects assigned to suit the needs of the group – this allows for flexibility in the timetable
and further adaptation for individuals. Students remain with their form tutor for most lessons of the week, with subject specialist teachers for cooking,
PE, Journeys, Music and Art. All classes are timetabled for various subjects such as PE dependent on their learning profile. However swimming is first
offered to individual students who require hydrotherapy as part of their physiotherapy programme, and then to the most complex groups of learners as
a priority.



Curriculum Area Linked frameworks Overview

Communication
and
English

National Curriculum English 
programme of study

SCERTS model - Social, 
Language and Conversation 
partner stages

EQUALS semi formal curriculum 
– My communication

Throughout the day, students are encouraged to develop their communication
skills – both in structured teaching sessions and during free time. All staff use
the SCERTS framework to help develop communication rich environments
throughout the school.
In addition to this, some classes have specific communication lessons or spend
form times in the day working on specific communication skills.
Attention Autism lessons encourage spontaneous communication in a fun and
sensory way, and Storytelling introduces or consolidates the text for the week
ready to inform students understanding of other subjects through the thematic
approach.
Texts are used in a 'power of reading' approach so themes and concepts are
drawn out of the words and imagery in the book. We carefully select the texts
based on the ideas within them, but also in the language used and ensuring
that all our students can experience success with their reading and
comprehension of the text.
Students develop reading, communication and recording skills as part of their
English lessons, with laptops often being used in one of the lessons to support
ICT skills. Staff use the colourful semantics framework to help develop
students' understanding of the different types of word class (noun, adjective
etc) which in turn helps students to structure their written and spoken
language.
Creative projects and drama are also frequently used to improve students'
engagement and understanding of literature, alongside focused teaching on
different nuances of language such as figures of speech. In terms of reading
comprehension, particular emphasis is placed on inference and understanding
of text, as many of our students have a relative strength in decoding words but
struggle with the interpretation of the meaning of what they have read.

Subject area overviews
We utilise a range of frameworks in order to map out the curriculum for students in the Middle School:
• The National Curriculum is used and adapted to suit the needs of our learners.
• The SCERTS framework in all three partner stages (social, language and conversation partner) is used to help support communication and

regulation across every area of school (see SCERTS links below for more information)
• The EQUALS semi formal curriculum is used to help plan sequences of lessons for our most complex learners.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://scerts.com/wp-content/uploads/SCERTS_2pg_3_16.pdf
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/


Curriculum 
Area

Linked frameworks Overview

S.T.E.M
Science, 

Technology, 

Engineering 
and Maths

National Curriculum - Maths 
programme of study

National Curriculum 
Science programme of 
study

National Curriculum 

Computing programme of 
study

National Curriculum 
Design Technology 

programme of study

EQUALS semi formal curriculum –
My Thinking and Problem Solving

S.T.E.M subjects are addressed through many lessons throughout the
week and the practical application of Maths (especially number) is a core
goal that feeds into all subjects. In addition to 'number,' students are
taught and assessed on 'geometry and measurement' and 'statistics' as
part of the Maths curriculum. Often, students are set problem solving
projects within Maths so that they can understand the practical
application in a concrete way as well as having the opportunity to solve
open ended puzzles and extend their own learning.

The approach to Science is also very practical, with experiments being
the catalysts for students to develop scientific methods, processes and
skills. Sensory science is also used to engage the interest of our students
as a mechanism for developing their curiosity in scientific concepts and
processes. Laptops are also allocated to classes for a STEM lesson each
week – allowing students to develop their understanding of using ICT to
extend their learning.

As an essential life skill, all students in the school access cooking from
year 7 onwards. Students develop an understanding of their own
preferences with food through having the opportunity to cook and taste
a wide range of dishes. Recipes are scaffolded to try to develop
independence and students have the opportunity to repeat dishes –
giving them the chance to work as independently as possible the second
time around. Students also apply their skills in measurement and
sequencing and develop an understanding of the scientific processes
involved in cooking.

Design and Technology – practical activities and the opportunity to
'design and make' features heavily within subjects across the
curriculum. During Creative Arts lessons students work towards
completing simple design and craft projects that they are often very
proud to show at the end of the week!

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-mathematics-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-computing-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-computing-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-design-and-technology-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-design-and-technology-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/


Curriculum 
Area

Linked 
frameworks

Overview

P.S.H.E
Personal 
Social, 
Health 

Education

National Curriculum 
Citizenship programme 
of study

SCERTS model - Social, 
Language and 
Conversation partner 
stages

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum – My 
Independence, My play 
and leisure

Relationships and Sex 
Education (RSE) and 
health education

PSHE Association –
planning framework for 
pupils with SEND

P.S.H.E is a large part of the curriculum here at Oak Lodge. For many of our learners,
the concepts and skills taught in PSHE are the most challenging. Through the
different timetabled lessons, the topics covered are:

Self Awareness
Personal Strengths and Skills, Kind and unkind behaviours, People who are special to
us, Getting on with others, Consent

Self care, support and safety
Taking care of ourselves, Keeping safe and keeping safe online, Trust, Public and Private

Understanding and managing my emotions
Identifying and expressing feelings, Managing strong feelings, Recognising emotions in others

Accessing the community and using transport safely
Road safety awareness, Public transport, Leisure Awareness, Using Money

Healthy Lifestyles
Healthy Eating, Taking care of physical health, Keeping well, Personal Hygiene and
self care skills

Changing and Growing (within Relationships and Sex Education (RSE))
Baby to adult, Changes at puberty, Different types of relationships

The world I live in
Respecting differences between people, Jobs people do, Rules and laws, Taking care
of the environment, Belonging to a community, Equality

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-citizenship-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-citizenship-programmes-of-study-for-key-stages-3-and-4
https://scerts.com/wp-content/uploads/SCERTS_2pg_3_16.pdf
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1019542/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/pshe-education-planning-framework-pupils-send-key


Curriculum 
Area

Linked frameworks Overview

Creative National Curriculum
Art and Design programme of 
study

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum
– My Art and My Music

Creative projects help to interlink subjects across the curriculum. Students are
encouraged to develop their gross and fine motor skills through craft and art activities,
as well as apply these skills in developing their self-expression and
demonstrating their understanding of the topic/area of study. Art lessons also
provide students with opportunities to experiment with different processes and
media to help them develop their own creative style.
The use of music and sound are used across subject areas to engage students and
encourage them to develop their understanding of pattern, rhythm and melody, along
with building their tolerance and understanding of sound and how it reflects their
environment.

Physical 
Development

National Curriculum
PE programme of study

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum
– My Dance, My Physical Well-
being

Through PE and motor skills, students develop their movement skills from their
starting point. The PE curriculum includes a broad range of sports and activities from
dodgeball to trampolining and activities are adapted to accommodate all students
a regardless of physical ability. PE also provides an opportunity for teaching
teamwork and the role of rules within team sports.
To complement this, all middle school classes have motor skills lessons, which use the
'Motor Skills United' programme , to target the seven key areas of difficulty:
• Hand/eye co-ordination
• Proprioception and body awareness
• Eye tracking
• Bi-lateral integration and crossing the midline
• Auditory and Visual perception
• Spatial Awareness
• Rhythm, Auditory/Visual sequencing

Understanding the 
World

National Curriculum
Geography programme of 
study

National Curriculum
History programme of study

EQUALS semi formal 
curriculum
– The World About Me

Geography, History and Travel are interlinked in two lessons during the week: 'World
Around Me' and 'Journeys'. The world around me lessons allow students to
link concepts that arise from the theme to the real world, with a particular focus on
local geography and history. This is consolidated through Journeys lessons which also
teaches about geography and history but with the added focus of travel and the ability
to use local transport links. This provides a good starting point to developing students
understanding of their local area and ability to use transport and access the
community safely. Additionally, key dates and celebrations are used to weave
in opportunities for students to explore and respect different cultures and
backgrounds and develop an understanding of their own roots and those of others.
Coming together for key celebration days help to celebrate all students’ individuality.
(eg awareness days, children in need etc.)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-physical-education-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-geography-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/
https://equals.co.uk/equals-semi-formal-curriculum-sld-curriculum/


A Thematic Approach – sparking students' interest

The Middle School curriculum is delivered primarily through a thematic based approach. Thematic
learning is a holistic, integrated teaching approach that promotes wider coverage of the curriculum
through a variety of interconnected activities. Each half term, a theme from a popular culture reference
is used as a 'spark' point and becomes the catalyst for developing learning activities across the
curriculum. This includes using related texts in a 'power of reading' approach - linking the different
subject areas of the curriculum to the ideas and concepts raised in the stories, ensuring students
become immersed in the theme and have the opportunity to really explore the ideas raised.
The enables students to have:

o Connection - By selecting a theme that students are familiar with, we can teach the material
while drawing connections between the information that we are teaching and the student’s
previous understanding of that information – allowing students to build and consolidate their
learning.

o Variety – By using popular culture themes with linked texts, students have the opportunity
to engage with a wide range of concepts and topics whilst still enabling them to make connections
between texts and ideas.

o Community of Learners – In Middle school, the thematic approach allows students to
share experiences and ideas around them to themes and stories they are all able to relate to. Each

week begins with storytelling, where all classes join together over zoom to share in the telling of
the story for that week. The week then culminates in a 'weekly review' where classes are invited to
share their work to the department over Zoom. This establishes a sense of community, allows
students to share experiences and provides an opportunity to celebrate everyone's success.



Autumn Half Term 1 – "This is me"

This is me is a prominent song in the
film, The Greatest Showman and is all
about standing up for yourself, being
proud of who you are, accepting
yourself.

The Greatest Showman details the life
of P. D. Barnham. The theme for this
term will include references to the
circus and entertainment in addition
to the PSHE concepts above.

Communication and literacy
The concept of self and self-expression provides the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: The Colour Monster is an examination of emotions and feelings. Each of the main
emotions are addressed, defined very clearly and associated with its own colour. This provides a
starting point to introduce students to the 'zones of regulation.'

Non-Fiction focus: Listening to my Body is an engaging and interactive non-fiction book that guides
children through the practice of naming their feelings and the physical sensations that accompany
them. This allows students to improve their understanding of how emotions affect their bodies and
to link scientific concepts to their emotions in order to identify them more easily.

Poetry and Rhyme: The Worrysaurus is a comforting guide to vanquishing anxieties and
worries. This book provides the springboard to approaching the management of difficult emotions
and developing strategies and tools for self-regulation.

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Numbers that relate to me (comparing shoes size, heart rate, height)
Geometry and Measurement: 2D shapes and how they relate to their 3D shape partners. Using shapes in artwork. Measuring shapes and their area – how can
they be 'packed together' into a given space. Different measurements relating to bodies – how do we measure them? Comparing measurements and recording
measurement over time (eg heartrate).
Statistics: Sorting and organising through colour and shape. Organising and presenting data (related to number concepts/shape work) starting with
tallies. Visual representations of data (different types of graph.) Using graphs to compare information.
Money: Looking at how much things cost and understanding what a budget is.
Time: – Sequencing activities in a lesson and events of the day, looking at Autumn
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Colour and light – Colour mixing in paint and using chromatography to separate colours. Investigating vision, understanding that our eyes use light to help us see
and why a post box looks red and a leaf looks green. Showing how light travels in straight lines and how this contributes to the formation of shadows.
Recognising that white light can be split into different colours (the spectrum) and finding different ways to make rainbows using prisms, CDs and
mirrors. Making decotropes to create simple optical illusions. Making sensory rainclouds, and using simplechemical reactions to produce eruptions of colour
My body – Developing an understanding of the role of the heart and lungs. Making simple models to show these organs in action. Exploring their own heart
rates (using stethoscopes) and contributing to an investigation into the impact of exercise. Naming and locating the key features of the human body including
those relating to the senses.
Cooking: Food to eat at entertainment venues, Making snacks, Making snack food healthier, How have snacks changed over time.



Autumn Half Term 1 – "This is me"

P.S.H.E
Zones of regulation - Identifying emotions and things that make us feel these feelings. What does it mean to be confused by your
feelings? How to use sensations to identify how you are feeling. Starting to look at different regulation strategies for managing strong
feelings. Creating regulation tools – what helps us feel better when we are worried?

RSE – Concept circle – starting with me. What makes me? – my appearance and personality. My likes and dislikes. How have I changed over
time?

Life Skills – Personal Care – How to keep myself clean – managing my appearance, washing and hygiene routines. Why do I need to keep
clean?

Community – Self advocacy and keeping myself safe – how to say no and move away. Personal Information - What personal information
should I know?

Creative – Artists and Makers
Frank Stella – colour and shape

Jackson Pollock – using and combining colour

Jim Dine – self portrait and feelings
Kandinsky – using and combining colour and 

shape
Creative – Projects

Colour monster worry dolls

Pom pom feelings tokens
Splatter paintings
Shape paintings

Busy brain portraits

Exploring the World
Circus through the ages – travelling to the 
circus from the Victorian Era up to present 

day. How has transport, snacks and 
entertainment changed?

Local history – what did East Finchley look like 
in the Victorian era – what does it look like 

now?

What is the circus? Look at different famous 
circuses from around the world. What skills 

do you need to have to be a circus 
performer?

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Football and dodgeball

PE Individual Skills: Throwing, movement and 

dance
Motor Skills – winding and threading, drawing 
from a description, recognising objects from 
touch without sight, drawing and painting 

from lying position, drawing round hands and 

feet, mazes.

Key Dates and Celebrations
Jeans for Genes day -17th September

World Mental Health Day - 10th October
Dyspraxia Awareness Week - 10th to 16th October

Harvest Festival (Christian) - 3rd October
Rosh Hashanah (Jewish) - 6th to 8th September

Ganesh Chaturthi (Hindu) - 10th September
Rabbit in the moon festival (Chinese) - 21st September



Autumn Half Term 2 – "You've got a friend in me"

You've got a friend in me is
a prominent song in the film, Toy
story and is all about friendship and
being able to rely on others.

Toy story is a film about 'the secret
life of toys' when people are not
around. In addition to the idea of
friendship and using people to
regulate, students will look at the
history of toys and how you can use
objects to self-regulate.

Communication and literacy
The concept of forming relationships is the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: The Lion inside A story about a small mouse trying to make himself heard and discovering
along the way that even the smallest of us can be brave enough to communicate with others.

Narrative: I'm sticking with you is about the ups and downs of friendship. We can all relate to the
frustration of someone messing up our stuff, but we might also miss all the fun we have with those
friends when they’re not around. Additional focus on inference from imagery.

Poetry and Rhyme: Stickman a modern variation on a long-established folk tale theme, which details
the perilous adventures of a stick who just wants to return home to his family.

Non-fiction focus: Sequencing – ordering events into chronological order and organising ideas to a
timescale

S.T.E.M
NumberConcepts: Understanding and using a 100 square, comparing sizes and measurements, greater than (>) and less than (<)
Geometry and Measurement: Using positional language, following directions, adding in degrees of turn
Statistics: Similarities and differences (finding common attributes), basic probability
Money: Creating a shopping list to a budget and using an online shop.
Time: – Linking times on a clock to lessons in the day, changing seasons –what happens when autumn turns to winter, looking at a calendar
ScientificConcepts and Experiments:
Living things and their habitats, Using the observable features of plants and animals to sort, classify and identify them into broad groups using keys or other
methods. Draw on a range of secondary sources to find out about a range of different animals and their habitats. Describing how animals and plants are
uniquely suited to their habitats. Understanding the basic needs of a chosen animal and creating a home to provide for all its survival needs. Grouping animals
according to what they eat and investigating the way in which plants and animals represent feeding relationships in a habitat to create simple food chains.
Uses of everyday materials – identifying and naming a variety of different everyday materials and comparing their suitability for different uses. Finding out about
the uses of shiny, reflective and fluorescent materials and how they are chosen for a specific use on the basis of their properties. Explore materials that will
change shape when twisted and stretched but return to original shape when released.
Cooking: Baking with the bears (baking mixing in ingredients linked to the bears students have studied)



Autumn Half Term 2 – "You've got a friend in me"

P.S.H.E
Zones of regulation - Managing Fear, coping with fear and developing courage. Using communication to overcome fear. Understanding that
people may not be intending to make you feel angry or upset when interacting with you – looking at social scenarios where friendships have
become difficult.

RSE – Concept circle – different types of relationships – family and friends, people who help us, strangers – appropriate greetings and
interactions

Life Skills – Identifying own strengths and skills and those of others. Finding a shared interest. Keeping yourself safe in difficult situations.

Community – Who to ask for help when lost or in trouble. How much information should I share and with who?

Creative – Artists and Makers
Sonia Boyce

Jean-Michel Basquiat
Giacometti

STIK

Creative – Projects
Portraits of friends and family

Stick style drawings and sculptures
Creating mixed media sculptures

Making fidget toys

Exploring the World
Going on a bear hunt – looking at famous 

teddy bears throughout history and how they 
are made and linking them to their real life 

counterparts in the wild. Where do the bears 
live?

The history of toys – looking at toys in the 
past and present and how technology has 

changed things.

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Hockey, Sensory Games

PE Individual Skills: Building fitness, Swiss 
Ball

Motor Skills: moulding, knife skills copying 
from a photograph, recognising objects from 

touch without sight, winding, memory games, 
lacing.

Key Dates and Celebrations
World Science Day - 10th November

Remembrance (Armistice) Day – 11th November
Children in Need – 12th November

Christmas Jumper Day – 10th December
Diwali (Hindu and Sikh) - 4th November
Loy Kratong (Buddhist) - 19th November

Hanukah (Jewish) - 28th November – 6th December
Christmas (Christian) - 25th December



Spring Half Term 1 – "Imagine"

Imagine is a song released by John Lennon
in 1971. The key concept in the song is
about imagining a better world and peace
among all nations.

John Lennon was a singer, songwriter,
musician and peace activist in the 1960's
and 1970's. As part of their thematic
work, they will look at the Beatles and the
culture of the 1960s as well as John
Lennon's life and his activism work.

Communication and literacy
The concept of developing your imagination is the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: Emily Brown and the Thing is an adventure story about being afraid of the dark and
about how sometimes people use their imagination to make things up. In the end though,
sometimes things are not as frightening as we imagine them to be.

Narrative: How to find gold is about two friends who engage in a journey through imaginative
play.

Narrative: The Runaway Dinner- a fast-paced, funny story about what happens when dinner
decides that it doesn't fancy being eaten..

Non-fiction focus: Instructional texts – what is an instruction? Giving directions, Following
recipes.

S.T.E.M
NumberConcepts: Sequencing using ordinal numbers, number operations through measurement
Geometry and Measurement: Map grids and using co-ordinates, finding information from grids, Capacity through liquids, Weighing food, units of measurement
relating to food and drink
Statistics: Organising information continued, creating timetables ahead of a journey
Money: Saving money to pay for items outside of your budget.
Time: – Exploring how long things take –units of time, changing seasons –what happens winter turns to spring, looking at a whole year
ScientificConcepts and Experiments:
Forces – Developing prediction skills while investigating sinking and floating. Buidling an understanding of the properties of an object that will help it to
float by trying to make a floating clay boat.
Changing states – Learning about the physcial changes that take place as water changes from ice to water and then into water vapour. Attempting to make ice-
cream in a bag. Investigating reversibleand irreversible reactions.
Rocks and their properties – How rocks are formed (re-creating volcanic eruptions). Comparing soil samples and separating mixtures. Cooking: Making
comforting drinks using milk and dairy alternatives, simplefood with fish, simpledinner and cooking to packet instructions



Spring Half Term 1 – "Imagine"

P.S.H.E
Zones of regulation - Mindfulness, meditation and Yoga – how to use our imagination to keep calm, imagining how others are feeling

RSE – Public and Private – looking at public and private places and public and private parts of the body

Life Skills – Planning a journey, looking at transport maps and timetables, going out in the community – road safety

Community – Who to ask for help when lost or in trouble. How much information should I share and with who?

Creative – Artists and Makers
Katsushika Hokusai

Clair Bremner

Adem Potas
Frieda Kahlo

Creative – Projects
Looking at landscapes

Making "Things" (wonderful creatures)

Looking at 'cloudy with a chance of 
meatballs' and design a world out of food

Exploring the World
Journey to a desert island. Exploring the 

oceans and seas of the world and looking at 

famous shipwrecks. Different ways of 
travelling on the sea.

Exploring different types of landscape and 
terrain across the planet: canyon, desert, 
forest, glacier, ocean etc. What types of 

animals and plants live in these different types 
of terrain?

Little People, Big dreams – John Lennon

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Volleyball, Basketball, Boccia, 

Kurling

PE Individual Skills: Ball Skills
Motor Skills: look and cover memory games, 

copy build, lego, feely bowl, collage

Key Dates and Celebrations
New Year around the world (Hogmany, Ganjitsu, Singkran etc)

International LEGO Day – 28th January

Winter Olympics 2022 – 4th– 20th February
Tu B'Shevat (Jewish) - 16th – 17th January
Chinese New Year (Chinese) - 1st February
Vasant Panchami (Hindu)- 5th February



Spring Half Term 2 – "Rhymes"

Etta James, "Rhymes" is featured on
the album Matriarch of the
Blues. Etta James was one of the
most critically acclaimed and
influential female singers of the past
50 years. Through this theme,
students will explore the history of
blues music and it's links to the civil
rights movement.

Communication and literacy
The concept of using poetic features including rhyme and word placement is the starting point for
the texts below:

Poetry and Rhyme: There's a bear on my chair A playful portrait of impotent rage, a rhyming story
that looks at what happens when a problem is just too big to tackle.

Narrative: The tiger who came to tea A classic story about believing in the unexpected and magic.
When a tiger turns up on the doorstep one day, the little girl and her mother welcome him in and
offer him tea.

Poetry and Rhyme: Oi Frog This is a wonderfully funny rhyming story about a frog who talks to a
cat about what animals sit on.

Non-fiction focus: Factfiles – creating factfiles of different animals, sorting facts by type – how do we
find information?

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Number patterns and sequences, times tables and exploring visual patterns using hundred squares, problem-solving sequences
Geometry and Measurement: Repeating patterns, exploring symmetry, patterns in nature
Statistics: Analysing graphs to identify patterns and draw conclusions
Money: Adding together prices and estimating how much money you willneed.
Time: – Patterns in time, adding on amounts of time, changing seasons – exploring spring, rhymes and mnemonics to remember the orders of weeks, months
and how many days in each month
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Sound – Exploring how sound is made and modelling sound waves. Observing and naming sounds while investigating the sense of hearing. Making musical
instruments to study changes to pitch and volume.
Body and movement – balancing on objects and the role of the human ear in balance. Identifying aspects of a diet that are healthy and unhealthy and the
impact diet can have on the body, using scientific evidence. Learning how to create a balanced meal.
Tricking the eye – optical illusions and camouflage
Cooking: Foods for celebrations –picnics and afternoon tea



Spring Half Term 2 – "Rhymes"

P.S.H.E
Zones of regulation - Using music and sound as a regulation tool. What sounds are upsetting to you? What sounds do you find soothing? Managing conflict
and resolving social disagreements

RSE – Public and Private continued – looking at public and private places and public and private parts of the body. Online safety and keeping information
safe

Life Skills – Cleaning up mess –keeping your environment clean and organised, managing space in a room, using cleaning materials safely

Community – Visiting a café - ordering food and drink – social skills used when eating out –paying for an order

Creative – Artists and Makers
Jeff Koons

Art of Islamic Pattern
Ndebele art

Furniture designers
Creative – Projects

Making papier mache sculptures of animals
Making wallpaper

Rangoli patterns and design
Designing chairs

Exploring the World
Looking at different types of seating and 
materials they are made from, how has 

this changed over time and what we find 
comfortable and why.

Living with tigers. Exploring India – tigers and tea.
History of blues and soul music – famous 

musicians.

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Ball games

PE Individual Skills: Tennis, Body boarding, 
Scooters

Motor Skills: patterns sand drawing, lacing, 
clapping sequences, block patterns, connect 4, 

dominos, peg boards, sound lotto

Key Dates and Celebrations
Pancake Day– 1st March

World Book Day– 3rd March
Living with Tigers Week – 14th March

Red Nose Day – 18th March
(World Down Syndrome Awareness Day –21st March)

(Epilepsy Awareness Day –26th March)
(Autism Awareness Week –2nd April)

Oak Lodge Awareness Day (Celebrating the awareness days above) Friday 1st April 2022
Holi (Hindu) - 18th March

Passover (Jewish) - 15th – 23rd April
Easter (Christian) - 17th April



Summer Half Term 1 – "Rocket Man"

'Rocketman' was released by Elton
John in 1972. Students will use the
theme to explore the history of space
exploration and the
universe. Students will also have the
opportunity to look at other music
created by Elton John in his life,
including looking at his philanthropic
history such as his work with Save the
Children and the Red Cross.

Communication and literacy
The concept of space and space travel is the starting point for the texts below:

Poetry and Rhyme: Aliens love underpants A humorous rhyming text about Aliens coming down
from space to steal underpants because they love their different shapes, sizes and colours.

Narrative: How to catch a star tells the tale of a boy as he goes on a quest to catch a star of his very
own. It explores the boys plots to seize his star – ranging from using a lifebelt as a lasso to jumping
up and grabbing it.

Factual based story: Meet the planets A fun, fact-filled voyage that makes the mystery of the
universe feel both real yet familiar, bringing it within the reach.

Non-fiction focus: Links to space, planets and the sky above, designing and understanding diagrams.

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Ordering numbers forwards and backwards, Number operations – increasing and decreasing value, comparing numbers linked to size and
measurement, working with larger numbers
Geometry and Measurement: 2D and 3D shapes revisited, looking at measurement in distance, circumference, measuring mass, Horizontaland Vertical lines
Statistics: Estimation and prediction, Ordering collected data from experiments
Money: Comparing costs and values, looking at things that are considered priceless
Time: – Looking at short and long periods of time and their units – timing an experiment, periods in history, life stages etc in preparation for transition
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Space and the universe –Understanding our place in the Universe by making models of the planets showing their relative positions. Observing the phases of the
moon and researching space travel including the first moon landing. Observing the movement of the earth by making human sundials and relating sunlight to
day and night. Observing and discussing patterns in the movement of the sun and moon.
The sky - Recording different types of weather using weather scales. Observing and recording cloud formations and linking these to weather. Cooking: Foods
that fizz, Strong flavours – sour and spicy, using dehydrated ingredients with grains, Using their skills learned in previous half term to contribute to Queen's
Jubilee day



Summer Half Term 1 – "Rocket Man"

P.S.H.E
Zones of regulation - Things that are visually calming (eg sky, space, stars, night/day), Problem solving and how to ask for help,

RSE – Consent – understanding saying no –communicating that you don't want or like something –accepting that someone may say no to you

Life Skills – Using Machines in the home safely, electrical safety, managing our use of electricity to reduce emissions.

Community – Belongings of mine and others – understanding the idea of possession and keeping your belongings safe. Understanding that
some things cannot be possessed (friendships).

Creative – Artists and Makers
Yayoi Kusama

Van Gogh
Joan Miro

Creative – Projects
Making mobiles
Spot paintings

Mixed media sky paintings
Views of the Earth from space

Exploring the World
A journey into space – the history of space 

travel. Different types of rocket and 
shuttle. Looking at our planet and identifying the 

major problems facing the world today.

Little People, Big dreams –Elton John

Students will also explore the queen's jubilee in 
the last week of the half term.

Physical Development
PE Team sports: Cricket

PE Individual Skills: Athletics, Trampoline, 
Scooters

Motor Skills:mosaics, paper aeroplanes, dot to 
dots, spot the difference, marble runs, 

tiddlywinks, construction.

Key Dates and Celebrations
May Day – 1st May

Earth Day – 22nd April
The Queen's Platinum Jubilee –celebrating - Friday 27th May

Ramadan and Eid-al-fitr (Muslim) - 2nd April – 3rd May
Shavuot/Pentecost (Jewish)- 5th June

Wesak/Buddha Day (Buddhist)- 15th/16th May



Summer Half Term 2 – "Forest of Gold"

"Forest of Gold" is a piece of dance
music by the musician
Mazde. Students will look at using
natural objects to create sound
samples that can be used to create
their own simple beats
music. Students will also use this
starting point to explore the different
types of forest terrain and will focus
on conservation.

Communication and literacy
The concept of forests and conservation is the starting point for the texts below:

Narrative: I want my hat back tells the story of a bear whose hat has gone. And he wants it back.
Patiently and politely, he asks the animals he comes across, one by one, whether they have seen it.

Narrative: Alan's Big Scary Teeth is about making new friends and discovering who you really
are. Told though the funny scenario of an alligator with false teeth.

Traditional Tale: The Great Kapok Tree A man starts to chop down a great kapok tree in the
rainforest. Exhausted from his labours, he puts down his axe and rests, but as he sleeps the animals
who live in the tree come and plead with him not to destroy their world.

Environmental Fable: The Tree Home to a family of birds in their nest, squirrels in their drey and
rabbits in their burrow. But what happens to the animals when a man and woman decide to cut it
down and use it for their dream house?

Non-fiction focus: Persuasivewriting – looking at texts and articles about forest conservation

S.T.E.M
Number Concepts: Rhythm and beat , applying fractions to musical notes, Number operations – increasing and decreasing value, comparing numbers linked to
size and measurement, working with numbers less than 1.
Geometry and Measurement: Natural forms and symmetry, Looking at angles
Statistics: Interpreting data in graphs and pictograms, looking for patterns in data
Money: The cost of visiting places and transport, budgeting and planning for a trip
Time: – Comparing durations of time and looking at lifecycles, looking at trees through the seasons
Scientific Concepts and Experiments:
Plants and trees – Observing, identifying and classifying plants in the local environment. Comparing the local habitat with a Rain forest. Recognising the
common basic structure of plants. Growing plants and making observations about how they mature and change over their lifecycle.
The water cycle – Recognising that water exists in different forms and linking this to the water cycle. Carrying out experiments to demonstrate evaporation and
condensation and linking this to the water cycle.
Constructing shelters– Comparing and grouping building materials, and selecting them on the basis of their properties
Cooking: Using fresh fruit and vegetables in cooking, growing food, woodland foods



Summer Half Term 2 – "Forest of Gold"

P.S.H.E
Zones of regulation - Touching textures – what different textures do you find calming/alerting? Understanding how your actions make others
feel. Resolving conflict in a group.

RSE – Personal safety online –Keeping safe in the community (realand virtual) –strangers and community helpers –publicand private behaviours

Life Skills – Keeping safe outside- Sun and open water safety, clothing for the weather. Recycling and reusing materials, Reducing carbon footprint

Community – Accessing outdoor spaces, how to get to the park/what to do in the garden? Garden and playground games.

Creative – Artists and Makers
Andy Goldsworthy
Teodora Totorean
Marcia Crumley

Gustav Klimt
Creative – Projects

Creating a simple piece of music using repeating 
natural sounds

Printing projects around trees and leaves
Rainforest scenery

Designing a treehouse

Exploring the World
Travelling to forests around the world –where 

are they located? Where is the oldest 
tree? Rainforest conservation and exploration.

Wildlife that live in different types of forest 
compared to gardens. How to encourage wildlife 

in your local area.

Physical Development
PE Team sports: New-age Bowls

PE Individual Skills: Trampoline, Mini-golf
Motor Skills: Hama beads, jigsaws, what's 

missing, paper folding, symbol search, feely bag.

Key Dates and Celebrations
World Rainforest Day – 22nd June

Den Day – 24th June
Garden Wildlife Week - 31st March – 6th June

Dragon Boat Festival (Chinese) - 3rd June
Hajj (Muslim)-7th –12th July


